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The cPrferchant of Venice. 


How doft thou like the Lord Bajjiaoos wife ? 

Icffi. Paft all cxpreffingjit is very nieete 
The Lord Baffanio liue an vpri^ht life 
For hawing fuch a blefling in h*is Lady, 

He findes the ioyes of heauen hecrc on earth. 

And i£on earth he doe not racanc it,it 
Is realon he fhonld neuer come to heauen ? 

Why.iftwo gods fhould play fomchcauenly match, 
And on the wager lay two earthly women, 

And "Portia one : there muft be fomething clic 
Paund with the other, tor the poore rude world 
Hath not her fellow. 

Loren. Euen fuch a husband 
Haft thou of me, as fhe is for a wife. 

Nay,but aske my opinion to of that ? 

Lor . I will anonc,firft let vs goe to dinner ? 
lef. Nay,let mepraife ypu while I hauc a ftomacke ? 
Lor. No pray thec,let it ferue for table talkc, 

Then how fom ere thou fpeakft Tnong other things, 

I flhall digeft it? 

Iejfi. Well, He fet you forth. Exeunt . 


<lA Um Ouartm 


Enter the r Duke, the LMagnificocs, Anthonio,Bajjavie , and 

Gratiano. 

Duke* What, is Anthonio heere? 

Ant. Ready, foplcafc your grace ? 

! Duhe. I am forry forthec,thou art come to anfwcrc 
A ftonicaduerfary,an inhumane wretch, 

Vncapablc ofpitty,voyd, and empty 
From any dram of rnercie. 

Ant. I haue heard 

Your Grace hath tane great paincs to qualifie 
His rigorous ccurfe: but fifke he (lands obdurate. 

And that no lawful jncanes can carricrnc 
Gut of his entiles reach,' I do oppole 
My patience to his fury, and 3m armM 
T o fuffer with a quietneffc of lpirit, 

The very tiranny and rage of his. •> 

Du* Go one and cal the lew ihto the Court. 

Sal. He is ready at the doorc,he comes my Lord, 


Enter Shy locks. 

Du .Make roome^and let him ftand before bur fa 
Shy-locks the world thinker, and I thinke fo to 
That thou but leadeft this fafiVionoftby mallice 
To the laft hdure of a 61, and then Tis thought 
Thou’lt fne'Wrt-hy mercy amt remorlcmore ftrange , 
Than is thy ftrange appatant cruelty; 

And where'thou now exacYft the penalty, 

Which is a pound of this poore Merchants fiefti, 
Thou Wilt not onely loofe the forfeiture, ; 

But touch’d with humane gentlenefie and loue : 
Forgiueaimoytie ofthept'hv^ipalF,'- - 
Glancing an eye ofpitty oh his Ioffes 
That hauc of late fo hudledon hisbacke. 

Enow to preffe a royall Merchant downe ; 

And pluckecommiferatronofhisllate 

From br3<Tie bofomes, and rough hearts offline*, 
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To offices of tender curtefic, —- 

We all expc6t a gentle anfwcr lew ? 

Itre* Ihaue poffeft your grace of what I p Urt)or 
And by our holy Sabbath haue I lwcrne r F C > 

To haue the due and forfeit of my bond. 

If you denie ic, let the danger light 
Vpon your Charter, and your Cities freedomc 
You’l aske me why I rather choofc to haue 
A weight of carrion flefh, then to receiue 
T hree thoufand Ducats ? He not anfwcr that: 

But fay it ismy humor; Is it anfwercd ? 

What ifmy houfe be troubled with a Rat, 

And I bcpleas’d to giue ten thoufand Ducates 
To haue it bain’d ? What,arc you anfwer’d yet ? 
Some men there are loue not a gaping Piggc: 

Some that are mad, if they behold a Cat: 

And others,when the bag-pipe fings i'th nofc 
Cannot containe their Vrine for affe6hon. * 
Mafters of paffion fwayes it to the moodc 
Of what it likes or loaths, now for your anfwer : 

As there is no firme realon to be rendred 
Why he cannot abide a gaping Piggc ? 

Why he a barmlcflc neccffaric Cat ? 

Why he a woollen bag-pipe : but of force 
Muft yeeld to fuch ineuitable fhamc, 

As to offend hiinfelfebeing offended : 

So can I giue no reafon, nor I will not. 

More then a lodg’d hare, and a certaine loathing 
I bcare Anthonio , that I follow thus 
Aloofing fuitcagainft him? Areyouanfwered? 

Baff. This is no anlvver thou vnfeeling man, 

To excufe the currant of thy cruelty. 

lew. I am n^t bound to pleafe thee with my anfwcr, 
Baff. Do all men k> 1 the things they do not loue? 
lew. Hates any man the thing he would not kill? 
Baff. Euerie offence is not a hate at firft. 
lew. What wouldft thou haue a Serpent fling thee 
twice? 

Ant ♦ I pray you thinke you quefiion with the lew : 
You may as well go (land vpon the beach. 

And bid the maine flood baite his vfuall height, 

Or cucn as well vfe queftion with the Wolfe, 

The Ewe bicate for the Lambe : 

You may as well forbid the Mountair.c Pines 
To wagge their high tops, and to make no noife 
When they are fretted with the gufts of heauen: 

You may as well do anything 1110ft hard, 

As feeke to foften that, then which what harder ? 

His Iewifh heart. Therefore l do bcfeech you 
Make no more offers, vfe no farther meanes, 

But with all briefe and plaine conueniencie' 

Let me h^ue iudgement, and the lew his will. 

Baf, For thy three thoufand Ducates hecreis fix. 
lew. If euerie Ducat in fixe thoufand Ducates 
Were in fixe parts, and eueiy part a Ducate, 

I would not draw them, I would haue my bond ? 

Du .How ftialt thou hope for mercic,rcndring none? 
lew. Whac iudgement fhali 1 dread doing no wrong? 
You haue among you many a purchaft flaue. 

Which likeyour Affes,a*nd'your Dogs and Moles, 
You vfe in abie6f and in flauifh parts, 

Becaufeyou bought them. Shall I fay to you, 

Let them be free, marric them to your heires i 
Why fweate they vnder burthens/’ Let their bed^s 
Be made as foft as yours: and let their pallats 
fcafon'd with fuch Viands: you will anfwer 
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TheSMberchmt ofVmice. 
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rhcflaucsarcour*. Sodflaanfwtryou. 

T^ c a of flrfh which!demand ©t hipD . j. 

I* mr • fie vDonyoar Law* 1 h s ^ •*'*''* t: 

t£ is no force in ihc f 

Vnlcffe 'Bellxno.z learned Doctor, 

%hon. 1 haue i'dofcfor to determine this, 
iLneheerc ror'day. 

C S d. Mv Lord, hecrefory.es w«hofov_ -i. 

ttlcffengccWith Letters from the 

j,j evv comeftofnI >a ^ U3 - ' _ wli t 

i Bring vs the LetcerSvCali the Meffeirgers. 

gjr Good cheerc Avxhonio. What manycorage yet:; 
The lew (hali haue my blood,bohfS,and all, i-< 

i thou fhait look for meone drop of Wood. 

K ^Jnt. I am a tainted Weather of the flocke,* 
MceteftVor death, the vveakefl kiftde offniitc. 

Drops earlieft to the ground j and fo lenme; 

Youcannot better be employ’d Btfiwio, 

Then to hue foil,and write mine Epttapta 


A v 


Enter Nerrijfa. 

‘ Came you from Padua from BeJlario? 1 

filer. From both, b v 
My hoiABellario greets your Grace. 

Baf. Why doft thou whet thy knife fo earneftly > ’ 

lew. To cut the forfeiture from that bankrout there. 
Cra. Not on thy foale: but on thy foule harfh lew 
Thou mak’ft thy knife kcene: but no mettall can, 

No, not the hangmans Axe beare halfe the keenneffe 
Ofthy fiiarpc enuy. Can no prayers pierce thee? 
few. No, none that thou haft wit enough to make. 
(jya. O be thou damn’d, inexccrable dogge, 

And for thy life let iuftice be accus’d: 

Thou almoft mak’ft me wauer in my faith 5 
To hold opinion with Pythagorae , 

That foules of Animals infufc themlelues 
Intothetrunkes of men. Thy currifti lpirit 
Gouernki a Wolfe, who hang*d for humane {laughter, 
Euen from the gallo wes;did his fell foule fleet; 

And whiTft thou layeft in thy vnhallowed dam, 

Infus’d it felfc in thee: For thy defires 
Are Woluifh, bloody, fteru’d,and rauenous/ 
lew. Till thou canftraile the feale from off ruy bond 
Thou but offend’ft thy Lungs to fpcake fo loud: 

Repairc thy wit good youth, or it will fall 
Toendlefleruine. I ftand heerefor Law. 

Dn* This Letter from Bellario doth commend 
Ayongand Learned D06I01* in our Court; 

Where is he ? 

Her. Heattendethheerehardby - 
To know your anfwer,whether you’l admit him. 

Dtt* With all my heart. Some three or four of you 
Go giue him curteous conduit to this place, 

Meane time the Court fhali heare BeHartoes Letters 

■ 

Y Our GracefbaUvnder/ltnd, that at the feceitetf year 
Letter I am very Jitfke: but in the ihflant thatyour mef- 
fengercame y in lowing vifitatron, wot with rue a young 
ttorofRome^ his name is Bali-hafar: I dequainedhim with 
the caufe in £ontrouerjie y ; bttweenethe lew-and Anthonio 
the Merchant: tyc turn'd ere many Hookes together : bee ts 
furmjhtd with my opinion^ which bettretfwtth his ownt tear* 
thegreatnefc whereof I ednnot eriwgh ernmndfomei 


with him at my importunityj to fiU vpyeur Gfaces requeftw . 
mpled. I befeechyou , let bis labke efyearsh no impediment } 
to let him Idekg'd reuerend cftimation : for / newer knewe fo j 
yonga body y with fo old a head. I leaue him to four-pr adieu* : 
acceptance, who ft trialfhali bctterpublifkhq commendation. 

'• ^ y r: :V 

Enter Portia;for ‘Balthazar. ^ : ^ ? 

:i : no I nri .. .. •— :.;i 3.*i" .v’.Z ? f 

Duke. You heare the learn 3 d r Betlario what he writes 
And hecre(^I take it)i$ the Doitor come. i 

Giue me y our hand : Came you from old *Beftarie? | 
Por . I did my Lord, r; . 

Du. You are welcome : tkrke youf pficc; 

Are you acquainted with.thc difference * * b. 

That holds this prefem queftion in the Cburt. ' T 
Por., lam enformed throughly oftbc caufe. * 

Which is the Merchant hecrc? and which r 

c Du. Anthonio znA old«$ r {&r/or^both ftafid forrh;' t? ; 
Por. Kyourname Sbyldcki?- ,..H 

lew . Shylocke is my name. - // j 

Por. Of a ftrange natuireis the lute you follow, | 
Yet in fuch rule, that the Venetian Law * 

Cannot impugneyou as you do proceed. 1 ' 1 ,f ' "oT] 
You ftand within his danger,do you - 

Ant. I,fohcfaycs. ‘ :* •• u , * 

Por . Doyouconfeffethebond? r v : ' 

Ant. Ido. - 

Tor. Then muft the lew be mercifuil. 

lew. On what compulfion muft l* Tell ific : that. 

Por. The quality ofmercy is not ftram’d, sh 

It droppeth as the gentle raine from-hesuetf 
Vpon tiie place beneath. U h twice 1 

Itbleffeth him thatgiues,andhim that takes, "'-H ! 
*Tis mightieft in themightieft, ft betTorri^s ' 

The throned Monarch better then his CfWhe. 

His Scepter fhevves the force oftefnpciralTpbwtT, 1 
The attribute to awe aivdMaieft e, 

Wherein dbth fit the dread and feare of Kings: * 

But mercy is aboue this feeptred fway, - ^ 

It is enthroned in the hearts of Kings, 
it is an attribute to God himfelfe; 

Ana earthly power doth then fhew likeft Gods o f 
When mercic feafons Iuftice. Therefore Jew, 

Though Iuftice be thy plea, confiderthis, 

That in the ccurfe of Iuftice,none of vs 
Should fee fa!u3tion: we do pray for mercie, 

And that lame prayer, doth teach vs all to render k 
The deeds ofmercie. 1 hauc fpoke thus much 1 f 
To mittigatetheiufticeofchvplea: ' 

Which if thou follow, this ftriftcourfe of Venice 
Muft needes giue fcntence ’gainft the Merchant there. 

Shy. My deeds vpon.my head, I craue the Law, T 
Thepenaltieandforfeite ofmy bond. f 

Por. Is he not able to discharge the money ? 

Baf. Yes,hecue I tender It for him in the Court, 

Yea, twice the fumme, if that will not fufficc, 

-I will be bound to pay it ten times ore, 

On forfeit of my hands, my head, ray heart: 

If this will not fuffice, it muft appeare 

That malice bcares downe truth. And Ibefccch you 

Wreft once the Law to your authority* 

To do a great right, do a little wrong, 

And curbc this cruell diucll of his will. 

Por . It muft not be, there is no pow^r in Venice* ^ 
Canakeradecrce-eftabliflied: # 

Twill be recorded for a Prefidcnt, 

And 












































































